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Air Ronge, SK — Northlands College Receives Major Funding from the International Minerals Innovation 
Institute for Development of the Northlands College Mine School

Northlands	
  College	
  has	
  received	
  a	
  major	
  block	
  of	
  funding	
  that	
  will	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  its	
  Mine	
  School.	
  At	
  a	
  ceremony	
  
today,	
  Engin	
  Ozberk,	
  ExecuDve	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  InternaDonal	
  Minerals	
  InnovaDon	
  InsDtute	
  (IMII)	
  announced	
  $1.841	
  M	
  in	
  funding	
  over	
  
three	
  years	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  to	
  the	
  college.	
  

“IMII	
  is	
  an	
  industry–government–educa5on	
  and	
  research	
  ins5tu5ons	
  partnership,	
  providing	
  leadership	
  to	
  inform,	
  facilitate,	
  coordinate,	
  
and	
  financially	
  support	
  industry-­‐driven	
  skills	
  and	
  research	
  capacity	
  that	
  will	
  enhance	
  the	
  growth	
  and	
  global	
  compe55veness	
  of	
  
Saskatchewan’s	
  minerals	
  industry	
  through	
  collabora5on,”	
  said	
  Engin	
  Özberk,	
  ExecuDve	
  Director	
  &	
  Senior	
  Technical	
  Advisor	
  at	
  IMII.	
  
“What	
  we	
  are	
  celebra5ng	
  today	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  early	
  accomplishments	
  of	
  this	
  collabora5ve	
  effort.”	
  

“We	
  appreciate	
  the	
  support	
  and	
  vision	
  of	
  the	
  IMII	
  Board,”	
  said	
  Toby	
  Greschner,	
  President	
  and	
  CEO	
  of	
  Northlands	
  College.	
  “This	
  funding	
  
will	
  allow	
  us	
  to	
  develop	
  and	
  deliver	
  world	
  class	
  training	
  programs	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  labour	
  demands	
  of	
  the	
  mining	
  industry	
  in	
  this	
  province.”	
  

“The	
  Government	
  of	
  Saskatchewan,	
  through	
  Innova5on	
  Saskatchewan	
  is	
  a	
  proud	
  supporter	
  of	
  the	
  IMII,	
  and	
  is	
  pleased	
  to	
  see	
  this	
  
investment	
  being	
  made	
  to	
  Northlands	
  College	
  to	
  fund	
  a	
  new	
  Mine	
  School,”	
  said	
  Minister	
  Responsible	
  for	
  InnovaDon	
  Jeremy	
  Harrison.	
  
“Innova5on	
  Saskatchewan	
  works	
  collabora5vely	
  with	
  the	
  IMII	
  to	
  provide	
  funding	
  for	
  programs	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  Mine	
  School,	
  which	
  will	
  grow	
  
the	
  number	
  of	
  skilled	
  workers	
  in	
  this	
  key	
  sector	
  of	
  our	
  economy,	
  while	
  engaging	
  our	
  Northern	
  Saskatchewan	
  communi5es	
  in	
  training	
  
and	
  employment	
  opportuni5es.”	
  	
  

IMII	
  is	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  organizaDon	
  jointly	
  funded	
  by	
  industry	
  and	
  government	
  which	
  is	
  commiWed	
  to	
  developing	
  and	
  implemenDng	
  
innovaDve	
  educaDon,	
  training,	
  research	
  and	
  development	
  partnerships	
  for	
  supporDng	
  a	
  world-­‐class	
  minerals	
  industry. IMII	
  has	
  strategic	
  
goals	
  in	
  sustainable	
  educaDon	
  and	
  research	
  development	
  which	
  are	
  met	
  by	
  industry	
  led	
  collaboraDon.	
  	
  

The	
  financial	
  contribuDon	
  will	
  enable	
  Northlands	
  to	
  develop	
  key	
  components	
  of	
  the	
  mine	
  school.	
  Programs	
  will	
  be	
  expanded	
  and	
  
enhanced	
  by	
  new	
  developments	
  and	
  through	
  transfer	
  of	
  credit	
  arrangements	
  with	
  other	
  Canadian	
  Post-­‐Secondary	
  InsDtuDons.	
  Training	
  
relevance	
  to	
  industry	
  requirements	
  will	
  be	
  ensured	
  through	
  increased	
  interacDon	
  between	
  the	
  mine	
  school	
  and	
  northern	
  mining	
  and	
  
exploraDon	
  companies	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  contractors	
  that	
  serve	
  the	
  industry.	
  Learning	
  resources	
  relevant	
  to	
  Northern	
  Saskatchewan	
  
geology,	
  ground	
  condi5ons	
  and	
  most	
  importantly	
  human	
  resources	
  will	
  be	
  developed	
  to	
  engage	
  and	
  enhance	
  the	
  Northern	
  Workforce	
  
skills	
  and	
  availability.	
  The	
  mine	
  school	
  will	
  connect	
  to	
  industry	
  relevant	
  research	
  projects	
  with	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  increasing	
  the	
  potenDal	
  for	
  
economic	
  and	
  social	
  benefit	
  to	
  the	
  businesses,	
  communiDes,	
  and	
  residents	
  of	
  Northern	
  Saskatchewan.	
  	
  

The	
  Northlands	
  College	
  Mine	
  School	
  will	
  invest	
  in	
  new	
  equipment	
  and	
  expanded	
  laboratory	
  faciliDes	
  to	
  support	
  its	
  training	
  programs.	
  
The	
  Air	
  Ronge	
  campus	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  connected	
  to	
  high	
  bandwidth	
  fibre	
  opDc	
  networks,	
  SRnet	
  and	
  CANARIE	
  enabling	
  real	
  Dme	
  high	
  
quality	
  connecDons	
  to	
  research	
  and	
  educaDonal	
  insDtuDons	
  world-­‐wide.	
  Finally,	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  IMII	
  contribuDon	
  will	
  be	
  put	
  toward	
  
development	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  facility	
  which	
  will	
  eventually	
  replace	
  the	
  aging	
  structures	
  at	
  the	
  Air	
  Ronge	
  Campus.	
  These	
  developments	
  will	
  
enable	
  the	
  mine	
  school	
  to	
  offer	
  the	
  youth	
  of	
  local	
  communi5es	
  world	
  class	
  training	
  with	
  labour	
  force	
  aLachment	
  right	
  in	
  northern	
  
Saskatchewan.	
  	
  

The	
  IMII	
  funding,	
  combined	
  with	
  the	
  major	
  Western	
  Economic	
  DiversificaDon	
  funding	
  for	
  mine	
  equipment	
  simulators	
  and	
  new	
  facility	
  
development	
  announced	
  last	
  summer	
  by	
  Prime	
  Minister	
  Harper,	
  will	
  enable	
  the	
  Northlands	
  College	
  Mine	
  School	
  to	
  provide	
  state	
  of	
  the	
  
art	
  mine	
  training	
  for	
  the	
  residents	
  of	
  northern	
  Saskatchewan.	
  The	
  major	
  focus	
  will	
  be	
  on	
  supporDng	
  the	
  growth	
  of	
  the	
  industry	
  and	
  
northern	
  jobs	
  by	
  focussing	
  on	
  developing	
  the	
  technological	
  and	
  scienDfic	
  skills	
  of	
  the	
  northern	
  workforce.
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